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Greetings Huntsville Chapter Members ï 

 

Notice that it is getting cooler?  I did see that La Nina may make this a wet winter! 

 

Thanks to those of you who attended the October membership meeting at the Summit 

Club ï good to see all of you!  Lots of good information was put out!  Our 10th 

consecutive LOE  award was presented to the chapter - well done all! 

 

Once more, I would like to congratulate member Dr. Harry Hobbs for his selection 

to the Armyôs Order of the Eagle Rising! 

 

Speaking of meetings, our next events will be the Christmas Party (December 4th) and 

the January membership meeting (January 26th).  We are looking at having a VIP 

speaker - more details regarding January will be in future Sentinels (and emails).  Just a 

reminder that there will be no November membership meeting ï Zoom or in-person. 

 

Regarding the Christmas Party, we still are looking for RSVPs to ensure we meet the 

Summit Clubôs minimum (larger for evening events).  This should be a very enjoyable 

event held at The Overlook with some enjoyable music/entertainment, good food, and 

great door prizes ï not to mention catching up with other members!  See the flyer in 

this newsletter for more details ï RSVP ASAP ï the deadline is November 19th!  

 
I attended the AL Council of Chapters quarterly meeting (Zoom) and MOAA Annual 

meeting (live in Arlington, VA).  For those of you that havenôt flown or ridden in a taxi 

since before COVID (i.e., me!), it was an experience.  I have included some highlights 

of the meetings in the newsletter. 

 

One last request:  if you move or change phone number / email, please let us know!  

We have had a few issues lately and donôt want to lose contact with even a single 

member!  Letting MOAA National know doesnôt let us know but letting us (the 

chapter) know will ensure MOAA National knows. 

 

Thanks for being members of the best Chapter in Alabama - Stay Safe! 

 
Rick 
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Legislative Corner  

Lt Col Charles Clements, USAF-Ret 

ñAll politics is local.ò     

 

Governor Ivey called lawmakers to Montgomery for a special session on prison 

construction on 27 September.  The Alabama Legislature's special session on 

prisons came and went in five days, the minimum needed to pass legislation. 

And it went largely as predicted.  Construction will start early next year on the 

two 4,000-bed menôs prisons.  The package of bills Governor Ivey signed into 

law includes the borrowing of up to $785 million for the two prisons and the 

use of $400 million in federal American Rescue Plan Act funds for the mega-

prisons in central and south Alabama.  

 

A second phase of construction allows for a new womenôs prison and 

renovations to three existing menôs prisons.  Also enacted was one of two 

modest reform bills. House Bill 2 increases the number of inmates who could be 

released prior to the end of their sentence and placed under supervision of the 

Alabama Bureau of Pardons and Paroles. 

 

Governor Kay Ivey also called the state lawmakers into a special session for 

redistricting on 28 October.  This special session could take up 10-12 days 

given the time it can take to pass redistricting maps. 

 

Huntsville businessman and ñBlack Hawk Downò veteran Mike Durant 

announced his campaign for U.S. Senate Tuesday, entering an already crowded 

Republican primary field.  Durant labeled himself as a ñpro-Trump conservative 

Republicanò and criticized many of the actions taken by the Biden 

administration, including the withdrawals of American forces from 

Afghanistan, the handling of the COVID-19 pandemic, and the influx of Central 

American migrants at the border.  Durant was a member of the U.S. Army's 

1993 Operation Gothic Serpent mission in Mogadishu, Somalia that was made 

famous by the movie ñBlack Hawk Down.ò Durant was flying the helicopter 

that was shot down and survived after being captured by Somali forces. 

 

Katie Boyd Britt has piled up a significant cash advantage over Representative 

Mo Brooks and other candidates in the Alabama race for U.S. Senate.  Britt, the 

former chief of staff to retiring Sen. Richard Shelby, is seeking to fill his seat in 

the 2022 election. Britt stepped down as head of the Business Council of 

Alabama to run for Senate and has so far dominated fundraising ahead of the 

June Republican primary. Britt has raised a total of $3.76 million for her 

campaign, including $1.5 million in the last quarter, according to reports filed 

with the Federal Election Commission. She has a $3.3 million campaign 

balance.  Brooks has raised a total of $1.79 million for his campaign, including 

$663,074 in the last fundraising quarter. He entered the race with $1 million left 

from his last House of Representatives race and has $1.8 million on hand.   

Continued on page 9 

 

 

 

http://www.moaa.org/takeaction/ 
Take 

Action 

 

2021-2022 GOVERNING BOARD 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

President:  CAPT Richard C. West, USN-Ret, 256-776-

6901, rickw675@att.net 

 

1st Vice President:  Vacant  

 

2nd Vice President:  LTC Gary R. Young, USA-Ret, 256-

722-2134, youngbikers@att.net 

 

Secretary:   COL Michael C. Barron, USA-Ret, 337-422-

8862,  m.barron468@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer:  Lt Col Charles T. Clements, USAF-

Ret, 256-715-1671, ctcbama76@gmail.com 

 

Army Representative:   COL James D. Treadway, USA-

Ret, 256-859-1484, jtreadway51@mchsi.com 

 

Navy Representative:  COL Raymond G. Regner, USMC-

Ret, 256-851-5903, raymond.regner@gmail.com  

 

Air Force Representative:  Col Edward L. Uher, USAF-Ret, 

256-882-6824, biged992K@aol.com 

 

Immediate Past President: Col Gerald C. Maxwell, USAFR, 

256-606-5282, gerald.c.maxwell@nasa.gov 

 

Second Past President: Lt Col Charles T. Clements, USAF-

Ret, 256-715-1671, ctcbama76@gmail.com 
 
 
STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
Membership (Acting):   MAJ Bruce T. Robinson, USA-Ret, 

256-426-0525, brucer76@knology.net 
 

Programs:  CAPT Richard C. West, USN-Ret, 256-776-6901, 

rickw675@att.net 
 

Legislative Affairs:  Lt Col Charles T. Clements, USAF-

Ret, 256-715-1671, ctcbama76@gmail.com 

 

Personal Affairs:  Lt Col Gerald Haynes, USAF-Ret, 256-

882-7857, jerry15@hiwaay.net 

 

Public Affairs (Publicity):  Vacant 

 

Chapter Historian: Vacant 

 

Surviving Spouse Liaison:  Mrs. Jan Camp, 256-464-

8622, janetecamp@aol.com 

 

Chapter Hospitality:  Mrs. Carrie Hightower, 256-882-

3992 

  

Constitution and By-Laws: CAPT Richard C. West, USN-

Ret, 256-776-6901, rickw675@att.net 

 

Chapter Chaplain: CH (LTC) Bert E. Wiggers, AUS-Ret, 

256- 617-0055, chbwig@gmail.com 

 

Commissary & Post Exchange: Col Gerald C. Maxwell, 

USAFR, 256-606-5282, gerald.c.maxwell@nasa.gov 

 

FAHC Liaison:  MAJ Bruce T. Robinson, USA-Ret, 256-426-

0525, brucer76@knology.net 

 

Golf:  MAJ Bruce T. Robinson, USA-Ret, 256-426-0525, 

brucer76@knology.net  

 

ROTC/JROTC:  LTC Gary R. Young, USA-Ret, 256-722-

2134, youngbikers@att.net 

 

TOPS:  MAJ Bruce T. Robinson, USA-Ret, 256-426-0525, 

brucer76@knology.net 

 

The SENTINEL Editor:  MAJ Bruce T. Robinson, USA-Ret, 

256-426-0525, brucer76@knology.net 

 

Webmaster: CAPT Richard C. West, USN-Ret, 256-776-6901, 

rickw675@att.net 

 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP TRUST 

 

COL John Fairlamb, USA-Ret, 256-539-0161,  

fairlambjrf@comcast.net   (June  2023) 

 

MAJ Monte C. Washburn, USA-Ret, 256-301-5457, 

monte.washburn@heartlandits.com  (June 2024) 

 

LTC John C. Franks, USA-Ret, 703-489-2701, 

john.franks@ingenuityinc.net  (July 2022) 
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PX / Commissary  

Col Gerald C. Maxwell, USAFR 
 

 
Need Addresses 

 

None this Month 
 

We have lost track of the above 

members. If you know their 

whereabouts, please have them 

contact Bruce Robinson at 256-

426-0525 to update their 

addresses. 

Concerns 

 
This month the following people 

were reported as being il l or 

recuperating and need our support 

and prayers: 

 

None this Month 
 

Persons to contact are: 

 

Army Representative: 

COL James D. Treadway 

256-859-1484 

jtreadway51@mchs- i.com 

 

Navy/USMC Representative: 

COL Raymond G. Regner 

 256-851-5903, 

raymond.regner@gmail.com 
 

 

Air Force Representative: 

Col Edward L. Uher  

256-882-6824, 

biged992K@aol.com 

 

Personal Affairs Officer 

Lt Col Gerald Haynes 

256-882-7857 

jerry15@hiwaay.net 
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Main Exchange 
Veterans Day, Thanksgiving and Black Friday specials for November! With 

the pandemic concerns, your exchange is set to continue its specials all 

Thanksgiving week (instead of just a Black Friday).  I know that is the plan 

for the gun shop.  That means no standing in long lines or going to the store ï 

the specials wil l be available on-line and in store ï but start early since these 

specials often sell out fast.  The gun shop has started getting ammo in, but you 

are limited to two items of any caliber.  While shopping, use your STAR card 

at the Exchange dining area to save 10% off your purchases. 

Take 5 minutes - formerly serving military can shop online (although not in 

store) at the Exchange! All veterans are being encouraged to confirm veteran 

eligibility status at https://www.vetverify.org.  

Be sure to visit http://www.shopmyexchange.com  every day!  You will see 

the Special of the Day, plus there are often other one day only specials!  Be 

sure to get your STAR card and save at least 10% (occasionally more!) on 

your first dayôs purchases. 

Shopette 
Express Stores often offer twice as much (itôs always 5 cents) off per gallon 

of fuel with Military Star for Veteranôs day.   No word yet what the reduction 

amount is - but it would be worth a visit to save additional money!  

Holiday gift sets are now available.  Yuengling Hersheyôs Porter, Fireball, 

Bushmills, Glenfiddich, Jameson, Jack Daniels. And many more!  Plus Egg 

Nog in several varieties.  New ï Balcones Baby Blue corn whisky, Hudson 

whiskey NY, Yellowstone Burbon Whiskey, Westland single malt, High 

West, Templeton rye, Rabbit Hole, Pendelton, Bookerôs, Bakerôs, and Bib & 

Tucker whiskeys.  

Visit the Redstone Express for Holiday Party and Tailgating supplies.  

Various wine selections are on sale each month so stop in and see what 

varieties are on sale now.   

Commissary 
Download the commissary iphone or android app today! Get your 

commissary rewards card for digital coupons.   

Your commissary accepts the military STAR card! You can earn reward 

points even faster by shopping at your commissary. 

All the Thanksgiving fixings - pomegranates, cranberries, stuffing mixes, and 

sauces/gravies are all available at your commissary for the perfect  

PX/Commissary ï continued on page 22 
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Fox Army Health Center  
MAJ Bruce T. Robinson, USA-Ret 
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¶ Fox Army Health Center continues to offer the Moderna COVID-
19 vaccine to all eligible TRICARE beneficiaries ages 18 and 
older 
 

¶ Fox Army Health Center is now offering the seasonal flu shot for 
enrolled beneficiaries by appointment 

 

¶ Masks continue to be required when receiving services at Fox in 
accordance with DoD mandate 

 

¶ Save wait time in the pharmacy by submitting your prescription 
request through the PCRS at 
https://www.redstone.amedd.army.mil/ 

 

 

https://www.redstone.amedd.army.mil/
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Lunch was enjoyed by all last month at Kaceyôs Restaurant 

Our next luncheon will be on Thursday 18 November, 11AM at   

Ding How Restaurant, 4800 Whitesburg Drive in Huntsville.  Phone:  256-883-1110.   

Reservations are required.  Everyone will be called.  Please join us. 

Mrs. Car r ie Hightower  

256-882-3992 

Surviving Spouseôs Luncheon 
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Surviving Spouse Corner:  Recognizing the Work of Surviving Spouses 

Surv iving spouses are valuable members of their  chapters and national MOAA.  Here are several doing 

exceptional work. 

   

ñThey bring new blood, fresh ideas, organizational skills, energy, creativeness, a ócan do attitudeôð they have 

made us a better organization.ò These are the words of a chapter president about the work of surviving spouses 

in their local chapters and communities. 

  

This month, we recognize the work of our local chapters and councils at MOAAôs annual meeting, honoring the 

recipients of the Levels of Excellence Award as well as the winners of the Colonel Steve Strobridge Legislative 

Chair/Liaison Award and the Surviving Spouse Liaison Excellence Award (see announcement of these winners 

above). 

  

We also want to recognize the work of several other of our brightest shining stars: Judith Thomas of Houston; 

Janet Oglesby of Ohio; and Cheryl Toland of Mount Rainier, Wash.  

 
Judith  Thomas has had a long-distinguished career of working with community-service programs for veterans 

and their families and survivors in Colorado, Virginia, and Texas. In addition to providing information to her 

MOAA constituents about retiree and surviving spouse issues as surviving spouse liaison of the Houston Area 

Chapter, she is very active in the Vietnam War Memorial Program, having provided over 2,800 pins and 

certificates to surviving spouses in every state and worldwide. In addition, she presents the Vietnam Veteran 

Lapel Pin to veterans who served from 1955-75. She always keeps a few pins in her purse to present to an 

unsuspecting deserving veteran, whether in the grocery store, post office, restaurant, or at a MOAA meeting. 

She considers herself a well-seasoned Army brat, born at Fort Leavenworth; wife and now widow of a career 

Army officer; and mother of a currently serving Army officer (MOAA member) who continues to be an 

advocate for the military and for veterans and their families and survivors. 

 
Janet Oglesby, member of several Ohio chapters, has been instrumental in the creations and successes of these 

chapters. One chapter earned a 4-star Levels of Excellence Award in only its second year of existence as a result 

of her efforts. She and her husband were key organizers of two chapters, she edited the newsletter for another 

one for 10 years, designed and printed membership brochures for two chapters, and was a chapter secretary and 

surviving spouse liaison for another one. In addition, she served on the Ohio Council of Chapters for two years. 

She has been a very involved member of the Surviving Spouse Vi rtual Chapter since its inception. She said it 

has been a wonderful link for her to learn about current military issues, along with the MOAA website. Her goal 

in life is to help all surviving spouses work through complicated military issues, learn about their benefits, and 

to specifically provide assistance for those in a second marriage.  
 
Continued on page 9 

 

 

 

 

http://www.moaahoustonarea.com/index.html
http://www.moaahoustonarea.com/index.html
http://www.ohiomoaa.org/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2021-news-articles/surviving-spouse-corner-join-moaas-surviving-spouse-virtual-chapter/
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Shallow Water Gratitude 

 Too many of us are low-voiced and shallow-streamed 

in our gratitude.  We are like the boy who had been 

swimming in a tiny pod, and who was taken for the first time 

to the ocean. His little bathing-suit was put on him, and he 

was asked to wade in.   

 But he looked aghast at the vast blue expanse, an 

shrank back. 

 ά²Ƙȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛǇΚέ ǳǊƎŜd his mother. 

 ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ with ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭ ƻŦ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅΣ άL 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƻȅǎΤ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ōƛƎ 

ǎƘƛǇǎΦέ 

 We have either got to get into deep water with our 

expressions of gratitude or else adƳƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 

how to swim. 

 
 
 

 

 

Chaplainôs Corner 
CH (LTC) Bert Wiggers, AUS-Ret 

 

 

6  
 
7 

 

8 

Memorials 
 

If you would like to send a memorial 

contribution to the Huntsville Chapter 

MOAA, please send the following 

information along with your check to: 

Memorials, HCMOAA, P.O. Box 

1301, Huntsville, AL 35807 

 

In memory of:    

 

By:   

 

Membership Statistics 
 

Total Members:  337 

Regular Members:  283 

Surviving Spouses:  54 

 

New this month: 1 

Deaths this month: 1 

Renewals: 4 

 

Welcome New Members to 
Huntsville Chapter MOAA 

 

CW4 Edward Banville, USA 
 

Recruiting 
 

You are our best recruiter.  If you 

have a friend, colleague or co-worker 

who is eligible to join MOAA, or who 

already belongs to MOAA National ï 

bring him/her to a Chapter meeting.  

You would be doing both them and 

the Chapter a favor. 
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Legislative ï continued from page 2 

 

Lynda Blanchard, a businesswoman who was Trumpôs ambassador to Slovenia, has the most cash in the race, after 

taking out $5 million in loans earlier in the campaign season. 

 

On 14 October President Biden signed into law a bill raising the nation's debt limit until early December, delaying 

the prospect of an unprecedented federal default.  The House passed the $480 billion increase in the country's 

borrowing ceiling on 13 October.  Ultimately, a handful of Senate Republicans agreed to join Democrats and voted 

to end GOP delays and move to a final vote on the legislation, but Minority Leader Mitch McConnell has said 

Republicans will offer no support for another increase in December. 

 

The 2022 election cycle is heating up.  With four months to go before qualifying ends, it is already clear that there 

will be significant turnover in the Alabama Legislature.  In the House of Representatives there are about 20 open 

seats ahead of the 2022 cycle and several incumbents have announced primary challengers. Candidates have until 

Jan. 28 to qualify.  Meanwhile, legislative districts could change, some significantly, when lawmakers later this 

month or early next month redraw lines with new census data. 

 

Veterans may be in line for a big cost-of-living boost in their benefits payouts starting in December thanks to 

legislation finalized by Congress on 20 September 2021. The Veteransô Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment 

Act passed unanimously in the House and without objection in the Senate earlier in the summer. It now heads to 

the White House, where President Joe Biden is expected to sign it into law in coming days. The legislation ties the 

cost-of-living boost for veterans benefits to the planned increase in Social Security benefits. Although the Social 

Security boost is automatic each year, lawmakers must approve the veteransô benefits increase annually. How 

much that boost will be next year is still not certain. 

 

The September 2021 CPI is 269.086, 6.2 percent above the FY 2021 COLA baseline. The average of the July, 

August, and September CPI figures is 268.421, a 5.9 percent increase. This figure is used to determine the annual 

adjustment to military retirement pay, Social Security, and other allotments.  The Consumer Price Index for 

October, the first of the new fiscal year, is scheduled to be released Nov. 10. The CPI baseline for FY 2021 is 

253.412; the CPI baseline for FY 2022 will  be 268.421. 

 

As always, please take time to look at http://takeaction.moaa.org.  The National Headquarters of MOAA has 

outlined action items they think are important to active-duty force as well as those who have served, including you.  

On the MOAA webpage each action item is presented in the following format:  Who is Affected; The Issue; and 

The Remedy.  

 

Surviving Spouse ï continued from page 7 

Cheryl Toland is relatively new to the work of a surviving spouse liaison ð appointed to her position in 2019. 

She became well-informed and busy immediately. She currently serves as third vice president of the Mount Rainier 

Chapter and is the representative for Wreaths Across America. She is also a member of the Governorôs Veterans 

Affairs Advisory Committee. She is the first person of contact for those members who have lost a spouse, 

providing information and support. She posts information on the chapterôs Facebook page about topics such as VA 

aid and attendance and VA caregivers support programs in addition to other VA programs of interest to her chapter 

members. She is currently taking classes from TAPS about their benefits and has been trained in the VA Caregiver 

Support Mentor program. Recently, she was appointed as the surviving spouse liaison for the Washington Council 

of Chapters. She says her goal is to prepare ñspouses to be surviving spouses before it is time for them to be 

survivors.ò 

  

How lucky MOAA is to have such dedicated, knowledgeable, and caring surviving spouses to ensure that valuable 

information is available along with a great support system. We are confident these special surviving spouses will 

always shine and never stop serving.  

 

http://takeaction.moaa.org/
https://mountrainiermoaa.org/
https://mountrainiermoaa.org/
https://washingtonstatemoaa.com/
https://washingtonstatemoaa.com/


 

 

 

 

HCMOAA Treasurer's Report September 2021 

 

Submitted by Lt Col Charles T. Clements, USAF (Ret.) 

 

1.  The September 2021 Treasurer's Report is presented herein.  Details are attached. 

 

2.  Monthly Summary: 

 

          Operating Funds     Savings              

   

Starting Balance $13,621.82  $16,522.17   

Income  $  2,636.40  $         0.13  

Expenses  $  2,290.60  $         0.00   

Ending Balance $13,967.62  $16,522.30   

 

3.  Notable income:  Proceeds from the golf tournament credit card payments and assess 3% for 

bankcard fees), refund of a check ordered to pay for the June Membership Meeting, advertisement 

income, and dues. 

 

4.  Notable expenses:  Payment to the HCMOAASF credit card payments from golf tournament onlyð

bankcard fees remain with the operating fund account), check 1157 to pay the Summit for the June 

Membership Meeting (replaces previously reported check expense), office supplies, Zoom, and 

bankcard fees. 

 

5.  Chapter saving account activity included interest.  

 

6.  The Chapter Operating Funds contains $1,903.07 in reserved funds donated by various VSOs in 

support of the RAD Luncheon for the Retirees.  This is money unused from 2019/2021 donations and 

will be applied to a future RAD luncheon or similar event.   

 

Scholarship Fund Donations 

 

The Chapter has an active scholarship program. In conjunction with the RSA Military & Civiliansô 

Club, we issue scholarships each year to deserving students. Please consider donating to our program. 

Contact the HCMOAA Scholarship Fund Treasurer, Rick West, at rickw675@att.net or 256.776.6901 

for details. 

 

Many thanks to those who donated and enabled the Chapter to provide $8000 in scholarships for 

2021!  Donations are being accepted for the 2021-2022 scholarship drive! 

Note:  The below amounts reflect only donations directly to the fund.  Golf Tournament monies are 

tracked separately and presented to the membership following the tournament. 

 

None 

 

Total received for October:                             $0 

Total received CY21:                                     $8310 
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Huntsville  Chapter  MOAA  Christmas  Party  

 

Holiday Dinner 
Sliced honey glazed ham 

Oven roasted turkey breast with giblet gravy 
Country Style corn bread dressing with giblet gravy 

Macaroni & cheese 
Whole green beans almandine 

Yeast Rolls & Butter 
Ice Water ς Coffee 

Sweet or Unsweetened Iced Tea 
Carrot cake 

 

HUNTSVILLE CHAPTER MOAA  

CHRISTMAS PARTY 

 

THE OVERLOOK at THE SUMMIT CLUB 
SATURDAY EVENING, 4 DECEMBER 2021 

 

COCKTAILS - No Host/Cash bar - 5:00 pm  

PresidŜƴǘΩǎ Remarks and Dinner - 6:00 pm  
DOOR PRIZES 

 

DRESS:  Business Casual ς khakis/slacks and collared shirts/polo shirts for the men ς 
slacks/skirts and blouses/collared shirts for the ladies ς of course you can always dress more 
formally 

$20.00 PER PERSON (Members & Family) - $25.00 PER PERSON (Guests) 

RSVP by 19 November 2021 (with check made out to HCMOAA) to: 
 

MAJ Bruce Robinson  
809 Farley Drive SE 
Huntsville, AL  35802 
256-426-0525 
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Military Exchanges Urge Customers Not to Wait on Holiday Shopping 
 
Like stores around the country, military exchanges are wrestling with COVID-related supply chain problems 

and rising prices. 

  

The problems are affecting everything from the manufacturing process to the entire shipping chain. 

  

ñWe continue to fight for our óunfair shareô of inventory to provide ongoing merchandise availability to 

service members and their families around the world,ò said Chris Ward, spokesman for the Army and Air 

Force Exchange Service. Products affected include electronics, athletic footwear, menôs and womenôs 

clothing, appliances, furniture, and more, he said. 

  

Shortages of raw materials are especially affecting certain products, such as those that contain microchips, 

aluminum, glass and textiles, said Courtney Williams, spokeswoman for the Navy Exchange Service 

Command. Some of the brands that have been affected include Dyson, Whirlpool, Samsung, Charbroil and a 

number of beverage companies, she said. 

  

Among other problems are shipping container shortages, COVID-related factory shutdowns, ongoing port 

congestion, port container capacity limitations, driver availability, and limited truck and rail capacity, Ward 

said. These shipping problems have also been plaguing the moving industry, affecting military familiesô 

moves. 

   

These are not short-term problems. No one knows when the shortage of products will ease, Williams said, 

ñbut in the area of shipping, the hope is some relief will occur by late 2022.ò 

  

The exchanges and commissaries compete with other retailers outside the gate for products and contend 

industry should give some preferential treatment to military stores, allotting an ñunfair shareò of inventory 

for the military community ð considering the nature of the military lifestyle and the sacrifices service 

members and their families make. 

  

Many vendors have prioritized military resale over other outlets, particularly with certain COVID-related 

products, Williams said. 

  

Costs for labor, materials and transportation have skyrocketed. Williams said NEXCOM has worked to try 

to mitigate the increases to make sure they can continue to provide savings to their customers. 

  

In addition, across the military resale organizations, their Joint Buying Alliance, formed in 2019, has helped 

save customers more than $75 million, Williams said. 

   

The advice from exchange officials? ñDo not wait to buy. If you see it, buy it!ò said Williams. 

  

NEXCOM officials decided to move up the start of their ñWe Believeò holiday shopping campaign to start 

the week of Oct. 4 to allow customers to get a head start, she said. 

 

Army and Air Force Exchange Service officials launched their holiday shopping sales in early September, 

offering ñBlack Friday pricesò through Nov. 24, both in-store and online at ShopMyExchange.com, on 

electronics, clothing, jewelry, sporting goods and more. New deals and specials are rolling out each Friday. 

  

Many holiday deliveries are either on their way to Navy Exchange stores or just arriving, Williams said. But  

 

Continued on next page 
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stores may not have been able to get the full quantity they originally ordered. And, she said, ñNEXCOM is 

experiencing some product delays that will create out-of-stock or shortage situations throughout the holiday 

season.ò 

  

Except for items scheduled for their ñNavy Blue Weekendò sales events, theyôre putting all merchandise out on the 

sales floors. As the weeks wear on, there may be less likelihood that customers will fi nd what they want for their 

holiday buying. ñThat said, NEXCOM buyers are still looking for and purchasing new products for the holiday 

season,ò she said. ñSo there will be products on our shelves, just maybe not the gift a customer had originally 

wanted to purchase.ò 

   

Navy Exchanges and AAFES stores have also started offering their fee-free layaway this holiday season. 

  

Most of the current product shortages and labor shortages are due to the recent increase in COVID-19 infections at 

civilian manufacturing plants, which has caused temporary shutdowns as well as changes in production lines, 

Williams said. This can cause longer manufacturing times and some are having to prioritize or shift resources to 

manufacture only certain products. 

  

Shortages of raw materials and packaging also affect the products themselves. ñIf just one element or ingredient 

needed to make an item is not available, it has a huge impact,ò Williams said. 

  

All authorized exchange shoppers, regardless of service branch, can shop at any of the servicesô exchange stores, 

both in the brick-and-mortar stores and online. 

  

All Department of Veterans Affairs service-connected disabled veterans, Purple Heart recipients, former prisoners 

of war and primary veteran caregivers are eligible to shop at military exchanges on base. All veterans are eligible to 

shop at the online exchanges ðmynavyexchange.com, shopmyexchange.com, mymcx.com and shopcgx.com. 

  

Military exchanges in the U.S. are also now open to all DoD and Coast Guard civilians.  

 
  

Moving more TRICARE patients to civilian care would cause ósignificant 
harm,ô study finds 

 

A new study is casting doubt on the plan to ñright sizeò the Military Health System by moving some TRICARE 

beneficiaries away from Defense Department facilities for medical care.  

   

The report, funded by the Pentagon and published in Health Services Research journal, said moving patients away 

from care at military treatment facilities (MTFs) could cause significant harm.  

   

The study goes as far to say that taking 10% of the population away from MTFs could cause significantly worse 

mortality rates and safety for patients.  

 

The current strategy would close about 50 MTFs and move approximately 200,000 patients from getting care on 

base to using their TRICARE insurance to get assistance from private providers.  

   

The report is the first look into how TRICARE beneficiaries could be directly impacted by the plan.  

 
DoD outlined mitigation strategies in the report like providing alternative transport strategies for family members.  

   

The Defense Health Agency said it would rethink which facilities might be downsized after COVID exposed issues 

in civilian medical facility capacity.  

   

 

https://www.mynavyexchange.com/
https://www.shopmyexchange.com/browse/holiday-gift-guide/_/N-1425617139
https://mymcx.com/
https://www.shopcgx.com/
https://www.militarytimes.com/pay-benefits/2021/04/29/starting-may-1-military-exchanges-open-to-more-than-half-a-million-dod-and-coast-guard-civilians/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1475-6773.13885


 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

-  
Huntsville Chapter 

Military Officers Association of America 
P.O. Box 1301 - Huntsville, AL  35807 

www.huntsvillemoaa.org  

Membership Application or Renewal 
Yes - Iôd like to add my voice to the Huntsville Chapter! 

 
_____  New  _____  One Year $10*  If New, how did you hear about us? 
        ____ MOAA National   
_____  Renewal** _____  Two Years $20  ____ Local event 
        ____ Letter / e-mail from HCMOAA 
_____  Life                     _____  Three Years $30  ____ HCMOAA website 
            Membership***      ____ Friend / acquaintance 
        ____ Other (Please explain ___________ 
        __________________________________ 
 
*New members joining after September 1st will have their membership paid through following calendar year 
**If renewing just update any address or phone changes, verify e-mail address, and sign the form 
***Interested in a Chapter Life Membership? Contact us for pricing (age-based) 

 
_____________________  ____   ______________________________ 
 First Name    MI                  Last Name 
 
___________________  _____________  __________________    
     Preferred Name               Birth Date        Spouseôs Name    
                  
__________       _______________ __________________________________ 
     Grade       Branch of Service  Period(s) of Active Duty (i.e. 1965-1990) 
 
 
         _______________________________ 
         MOAA National Membership Number 
 
 
_______  ________   ________ ____________      ________ _______________ 
  Active   Retired          NG  Former Officer        Reserve Surviving Spouse 
 
__________________________ _____________________  ________ ___________ 

Mailing Address       City       State        Zip 
 
_______________________ ______________________________ __________________________ 
 Phone Number   E-mail Address    Signature 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Attention Annual Members 
 

It is time to renew your membership for next year 
The Chapter has one of, if not the, lowest membership rates in the country at $10 

 
A list of those members needing to renew is on the next page �± don �¶t get dropped from the rolls ! 

 
You can also renew for multiple years and lock in that low rate 

�'�R�Q�¶�W���N�Q�R�Z when your membership expires?  Contact MAJ Bruce Robinson at 
 256-426-0525 or brucer76@knology.net.  

 
Do�Q�¶�W want to worry about renewing ever again - consider becoming a Chapter Life Member �± contact 

COL John Fairlamb at 256-539-0161 or fairlambjrf@comcast.net for the details 
 
 

Membership in our MOAA Chapter is not the same as MOAA National membership. At a 

minimum, FREE ñBasicò MOAA National membership is required. If you are not already a 

National member, we will  add you as a Basic member.  Again, itôs FREE and provides several 

valuable benefi ts. Please contact us for more information. 
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