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Greetings Hintsville Chaper Members

Notice that it is gettingooler? | did see that La Nina may make ¢higet winter!
Thanks to those of you who attended @aobemmembership meetingt the Summit
Club7 good to see all of youlLots of good information was put out! OLO™

consecutiveLOE award was presented to the chapteell done all!

Once more, | would like toongratulate member Dr. Harry Hobbsfor his selection
to the Armyd ©rder of the Eagle Risihg

Speaking of meetirgyour next events will be the Christrraaty (Decembert) and
the January membership meet{dgnuary 26). We are looking at having a VIP
speaker more detailgegardinglanuarywill be in future Sentinels(and emails). Just &
reminder that there will beo November membership meetingoom or inpersa.

Regarding th&€hristmas Party, we still are looking for RSVPs to ensure we nibet
Summit Club6és mini mum (1 arldleravefyenjoyable
event held at The Overloakith someenjoyablemusidentertainmentgoad food, and
great door prizes not to mention catching up with other membesee the flyem

this newslettefor more detail§ RSVP ASAP i the deadline is November 19!

| attended the AL Council of Chapters quarterly meeting (Zoom) and MOAAI&NN

meeting(e i n Arlington, VA). For those

since beforecCOVID (i.e., me!), it was an experience. | have included some highlig
of the meetings in the newsletter.

One last request: if you move or charone number émail, please let us know!
We have had a few i ssues Iwihteehasinglen d
me mber ! Letting MOAA National know
chapter) know will ensure MOAA National knows.

Thanks for being members of the besChapter in Alabama - Stay Safé

Rick
There is noMember Meeting in November
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Legdative Corner
Lt Col Charles Clements, USAF-Ret

Take | o takeaction/ K
Action p://lwww.maoaa.org/takeactio _
AAll politics is local.o

Governor lvey catidlawmakers to Montgomery for a special session on pris
construction on 27 Septembérhe Alabama Legislatulespecial session on
prisonscarre and went iffive days, the minimum neededpass kgslation.
And it went largely as predictedConstructiorwill start early next year on the
two 4,006b e d me n 6 $he package of biks Gavnorlvey signed into
law includes the borrowing afpto $785 millon for the two prisons and the
use of $400 million in federal American Rescue Plan Act funds fer inega
prisons in central and south Alabama.

A second phase of constructandon al
renovations to three exisgme n 6 s s.pAlso emaztad was one of two
modest reform bills. House Bill 2 increases the number of inmates @duld be
released prior to the end of their sentence and placed under supervision of
Alabama Bureau of&dons and Paroles

GovernorKay Ivey alsocdl edthe state lawmakeisto a sggcial session for
redistricting or28 October This special session could take uplDdays
given the time it can take to pass redistricting maps.

Huntsville businessman afidB| ac k Hawk Doeorant vet e
announed his campaign for U.Senate Tesday, entering an already crowded
Republican primary fieldDur ant | ab el e druhpcomseevatiie
Republicand and criticizedenmany o
administration, includinghewithdrawalsof American forces from
Afghanista, the handling of the COVIB19 pandemic, and the influx of Centr.
American migrants at the bordeburant was a member of the U.S. Army's
1993 Operation Gothic Serpent masin Mogadishu, Somalia thatasmade
famousby t he movi ®ofwB | rantvibsilyng thdhelicopter
that was shot down and survived after being captured by Somali forces.

Katie Boyd Britt has piled up a significant cash advantage over Re@gent
Mo Brooks and other caitites in the Ahbama race for U.S. Senatritt, the
former chief of staff to retiring Sen. Richard Shelby, is seeking to fill his se:
the 2022 election. Britt stepped down as head of the Business Council of
Alabama tarun for Senate and has so flmminated fundresing ahead of the
June Rpublicanprimary. Britt has raised a total of $3.76 million for her
campaign, including $1.5 million in the last quarter, according to reports file
with the Federal Election CommissicShe has a $3.3 million caaign
balance.Brooks has raised a totdl 1.79million for his campaign, including
$663,074 in the last fundraising quarter. He entered the race with $1 millio
from his last House of Representatives raice has $1.&illion on hand.

Continued o page 9

2021-2022 GOVERNING BOARD
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Presidnt: CAPTRichard C.Wes, USNRd, 25%-776
6901, rickw675@at.net

1stVice Presdent: Vacant

2nd VicePresident: LTC GaryR. Young USA-Re, 256
722-2134 youngbikers@dt.net

Secretay: COL Micheel C. Baron,USA-Ret 337-422
8862 mbaron4s8@gmal.com

Tressua: Lt Col ChalesT. Clements USAF-
Ret, 256-715-1671, ctchanaz6@gmail.com

Army Representative: COL JamesD. Treadvay, USA-
Ret, 256-859-1484, jtreadway51 @mchsi.com

Navy Representative: COL Raymand G. Reger, USMG
Ret, 256-851-5903 raymondegner@gmaitom

Air ForceRepreenttive: Col Edward L. Uher, USAFRet,
256-882-6824, biged992K @aol.com

Immediate Pat President: Col Gerdd C. Maxwel, USAFR,
256-606-5282, gerald.c.mawell

Second Pas Presidert: Lt Col Charles T. Clements USAF-
Rd, 256-715-1671, ctchamaz6@gmail.com
STANDING COMMIT TEES

Membership(Acting): MAJ BruceT. Robinson, USA-Ré,
256-426-0525, bruce' 76@knology.net

Programs. CAPT Richad C. Weg, USN-Ret, 2567766901,
rickw675@eit.net

Legidative Affairs Lt Col ChalesT. Clements USAF-
Rd, 256-715-1671, ctchana76@gnail.com

Persoral Affairs Lt Col Gerdd Haynes, USAF-Re, 256-
882-7857, jaryl5@tiwaay.net

Public Affairs (Publicity): Vacant
Chapter Historian Vacart

Surviing SpouséLiaison: Mrs. JarCamp 256-464
8622, janetecanp@ad.com

ChapteHospitdity: Mrs. CarreHightower, 256-832-
392

Consttution and By-Laws: CAPT Richard C. West, USN-
Ret, 256776-690L, rickw6 75@att.net

Chagter Cheplain: CH (LTC) Bat E. Wigga's, AUSRd,
256- 617-0055, chbwig@gnail.com

Commissary & PostExchange: Col Gerdd C. Maxwll,
USAFR, 256-606-5282, gerdd.c. maxwell @rasagov

FAHC Liasan: MAJ BruceT. Rolbinsan, USA-Re, 256426-
0625, bruce 76@krology.ne

Golf: MAJ Bruce T. Robinson, USA-Ré, 256-426-0525,
bruce76 @knolayy.net

ROTC/JROTC: LTCGary R Young, UR-Ret, 256-722-
2134 youngbikers@dit.net

TOPS MAJ BruceT. Robinson, USA-Ret 256-426-055,
brucer76@knology.net

The SENTINEL Editor: MAJ Bruce T. Robinson, USA-Ret,
256-426-0525, brucer 76 @Hology.net

WebmasterCAPT Richad C. Wes, USN-Rd, 256-776-6901,
rickw675@eatt.net

LIFE MEMBERSHIP TRUST

COL Jom Fairlamb, USA-Ret, 256-539-0161,
fairlambjrf @comcast.net (June 2023)

MA JMonteC. Washbun, USA-Ret, 256-301-5457,
montewashbun@heartlandtscan (June2024)

LTC o C. Franks USA-Ret, 703-4892701,
johnifr: ingenuityinc.net(Juy 2022)
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PX / Commissary
Col Gerald C. Maxwell, USAFR

X

EXCHANGE

Main Exchange

Veterans Day, Thanksgiving and Black Friday spedal®Novenber! With
the pandemic concerns, your exchangeet tacontinue its specials all
Thanksgivingweek (instead of just a Black Friday). | know that is the plar
for the gun shop. That means no standing in long lines or going to thé st
the specialsvil| be availab® ortline and in storé but startearly since these
specials often sell out fast.he gun shop has started getting ammo in, but
are limited tatwo items of any caliberWhile shopping, use your STAR car
at the Exchange dining areasave 10% off yur purchases.

Take 5 minutes formerly serving military can shop online (althdugot in
store) at the Exchange! All veterans are being encouraged to confirm vet
eligibility status ahttps://www.vetverify.org

Be sure to visihttp://www.shamyexchange.conevery day! Yowvill see
the Special of the Day, plus there aften other one day only specialBe
sure to get your STAR card and save at least 10% (occasionally more!) ¢
your first daydéds purchases.

Shopette
ExpressStoresoften offe twiceasmucli i t 6 s a tswflpersgallén ¢

of fuel with Military Starfor Veterards day No word yet what the reduction
amount is- but it would be worth a visit to save additional money!

Holiday gift setsare now availableYuergling Hershep s Por t er |,
Bushmills, Genfiddich, Jameson, Jack Daniels. And many more! Plus Ec
Nog in several varieties. NewBalcones Baby Blue corn whisky, Hudson
whiskey NY, Yellowstone Burbon Whiskey, Westland single malt, High
West, Tenpleton rye, Rabit Hole,PendeltonB 0 0 k e r @& $and HBba’k
Tuckerwhiskeys.

Visit the Redstone Express for Holiday Party and Tailgating supplies.
Various wine selections are on sale each month so stop in and see what
varieties are on safeow.

Commissary
Download the commissary iphone or androiapp today! Get your

commissary rewards card for digital coupons.

Your commissary accepts the military STAR caMbu can earn rewarc
points even faster by shopping at yoommissary.

All the Thanksgivng fixings - pomegranates, cranberries, stuffingxes, and
sauces/gravies are all available at your commissary for the perfect

PX/Commissay i coninuedon page22

Need Addresses

None this Month

We have losttradk of the above
members. If you knowtheir
whereabouts, please have them
contct Bruce Rolson at 256
426-0525t0 updae their

addresses.

Concerns

This month the following people
were reported as being ill or
recuperating ard need our support
and prayers:

None this Month
Personsto contact are:
Army Representative:
COL JamesD. Treadway

256-859-1484
jtreadway5l@mchs- i.com

Navy/USMC Represattative:
COL Raymond G. Regner
256-851-5903,
raymond.regner@gmail.com

Air Force Representative:
Col Edward L. Uher
256-882-6824,
biged992K@aol.com

Personal Affairs Officer
Lt Col Gerald Haynes
256-882-7857
jerryl15@hwaay.net
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CONDITIONED AIR
SOLUTIONS

Defeﬂse RESERVE

Sec;e&ar‘l RD
offw;"m S THE GUA

EMPLOYER SUPPOR o

NIZES

paul SOO Aix So\\m‘“‘s

Ccondition®d

Commercial & Residential

Proudly recognized
as a Patriotic Employer

24-hour Service Available
256-428-1983

ConditionedAirSolutions.com
HVAC AL #08093 REF AL #52466

HELPING GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
NAVIGATE RETIREMENT

TSP PLANS: FERS PENSIONS - CSRS PENSIONS - EFFECTS OF WEP -
PENSION SURVIVORSHIP OPTIONS

CONTACT:

GERMI CLOUD,
NSSA, CRPC
FINANCIAL PLANNER
256-715-0094

germiecloudfinancial.com

nsuran cep"u!o.vsﬂ’vcosceo“eod' ugh Cloud Financial
laws and regulations. In order to sell, negotiate, or solicit i

/2CLOUD

k # FINANCIAL INC

200 Clinton Avenue, Suite 1020
Huntsville, AL 35801

www.CloudFinancial.com

nce and annuities are insurance products and are subject to state insurance|
lnu\ mnco t the appropriate professional for legal or tox




Fox Army Health Center
MAJ BruceT. Robinson, USA-Ret

Fox Army Health Center continues to offer the Moderna COVID-
19 vaccine to all eligible TRICARE beneficiaries ages 18 and
older

Fox Army Health Center is now offering the seasonal flu shot for
enrolled beneficiaries by appointment

Masks continue to be required when receiving services at Fox in
accordance with DoD mandate

Save wait time in the pharmacy by submitting your prescription
request through the PCRS at
https://www.redstone.amedd.army.mil/



https://www.redstone.amedd.army.mil/

FOCUS

FINANCIAL GROUP

——= YOUR FUTURE IN FOCUS =——

YOU SERVED OUR COUNTRY WELL AND WE WOULD BE
HONORED TO SERVE YOU WITH YOUR INSURANCE AND
INVESTMENT NEEDS.

Please call our office to set a time for a complimentary one on one meeting with
John D. Stover, LUTCF, Certified Financial Planner™, Certified Kingdom Advisor®

8 ARCH STREET PHONE: 615.591.3937
HUNTSVILLE, AL 35806 TOLL-FREE: 888.468.9672
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY FAX: 615.591.3932
Investment Advisory Services offered through Al Capital Management, LLC, a SEC Registered Investment Adviser. SEC regi ion does not consti an endorsement of the firm by

the Commission nor does it indicate that the adviser has attained a particular level of skill or ability. AlphaStar Capital Management, LLC and Focus Financial Group, LLC are independent
entities. Fixed insurance and annuity product guarantees are subject to the claims paying ability of the issuing company and are not offered or guaranteed by AlphaStar.

Paul & Patsy Morin

Independent Associates

Cell: 256-738-0389
Email: paulmorin3018@comcast.net

Website: paulmorin.teamasea.com
Huntsville, AL




Surviving Spouse® Luncheon

Mrs. Carrie Hightower
256-882-3992

Lunch was enjoyed by all last month at Kaiselgestaurant
Our next lundieon will be oriThursday18 Novenber, 11AM at
Ding How Restauran4800 Whitesburg Driven Huntsville. Fone: 256-883-1110
Reservdions are required. Everyone will belled. Please join us

Surviving Spouse Corner: Recognizing the Work of Surviving Spouses

Surviving spousesre valuable members of their chapters and national MOAA. Here are severaldoing
exceptionalwork.

AThey bring new blood, fmeslgyi dea enatdav gatiisydiaedy
made us a better ongaaton . 0 T h e s e aa ctaptér presidembautdhe warkf of surviving spouse
in their local chapters and communities.

This month, we recognize the work of our locahpters and councils at MOMs annu all me et
recipients ofhe Levels of Excellence Award asell as the winnersfahe Colonel Steve Strobridge Listative
Chair/Liaison Award and the Surviving Spouse Liaison Excellence Award (see annoohoéthese winners
above).

We also want to recognize the work of seVetker of our brightest shiningtars Judith Thomasf Houston;
Janet Oglesby of Ohi@nd Cheryl Toland of Mount Rainier, Wash.

Judith Thomashas had a longistinguished careef working with communityservice programs for veterang
and their familis andsurvivors in Colorado, Virgnia, and Texas. Inddition to providing informationa her
MOAA constituents about retiree and surviving spouse issues as surviving spousefigisdtoustonArea
Chapter, she is very activanitheVietnam War Merorial Program, having provided ave,800 pins and
certificates to surviving spouses in every state and worldwide. In additierpresents the Vietham téean
Lapel Pin to veterans who served from 39%. She always keeps a few piimsher purse to prest to an
unsuspecting deserving@teran, whether in the grocery store, post office, restaurant, or at a MOAA meetit]
She conslers herself avell-seasoné Army brat, born at Fort Leavenworth; wife amolw widow of a career
Army officer; and mother of awrrently serving Army officer (MOA member) who continues to be an
advocate for the military and for veterans and their famdied survivors.

Janet Oglesby, member of several Ohio chapters, has bastumental in the creations asdicesses of these
chapters. One chapter earned-siat Levels of Excellence Award in only its second year of existence as a
of her effors. She and her husband weey lorganizers of two chapters, she editechivesletter for another
one for 10years designed andrimted membership brochures forawhapters, and was a chapter secretary 4
surviving spouse liaison for another one. Iniadd, she served on thehio Councl of Chaptersfor two years.
Shehasbeen a very indsed member of th&urviving Spotse Virtual Chaptersince its ineption. She said it
has been a wonderful link for her kearn about current military issues, along with the MOAA website. Her
in life is to relp all surviving spouses wkrthrough complicated military issues, learmattther benefits, and
to speciically provide assisince for those in a second margag

Continued on pag®
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Chaplainés Cor ner
CH (LTC) Bert Wiggers, AUS-Ret

Shallow WaterGratitude

Too many of us are lowoiced and shdllow-streamed
in our gatitude. We are like the boywho had been
swimmingin a tiny pal, ard who was taken for the first time
to the ocean. His little bathirguit was put on him, and he
was asked to wade in

But he looked aghast at the vast blue erpa,an
shrank back.

@ Ké R2y Qi @2 dzdlidgnoer.l R

. $PE6HZ Wil AaBNRI G RS f
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We have either gt to get into deep water with our
expressionsf gratitude orelseaA & G KIF G ¢S
how to svim.

Memorials

If you would like to send a memorial
contribution to the Huntsville Chapter
MOAA, please send the following
information along with your ched to:
Memorials, HCMOAA, P.O. Box
1301, Huntsville, AL 35807

In memory of:

By:

Membership Statistics

Total Members: 337
Regular Members: 283
Surviving Spouses. 54

New this month: 1
Deghsthis nonth: 1
Rerewals: 4

Welcome New Members to
Huntsville Chapter MOAA

CW4 Edward Banville, USA

Recruiting

Youare our bed recruiter. If you
have afriend, colleague or co-worker
whois eligibleto join MOAA, or who
alread/ belongsto MOAA Nationd i
bring him/herto aChapter meeting.
Y ou would be doing both them and
the Chapter afavor.




Legislativei continuedfrom page 2

Lynda Blanclard, a businesswoman who was Trumpmbasador to Slovenia, has the most cash in the race,
taking out $5 million in loans earlier in the campaigasss.

On 14 OctobePresident Biden signed smlaw abill raising the nation's debt limit until egr December, delaying
the prospectf an inprecedented federal defaukhe House passed the $480 billion increase in the country's
borrowing ceiling orl3 October.Ultimately, a handful of Senate Rdpicars agreed to joilDemocrats and voted
to end GORJelays and move to a final vota thelegislation, but Minority Leader Mitch McConnell has said
Republicans will offer no support for another increaseecember.

The 2022 election cycle is heating. With four monthsd go before qualifying ends,ig already clear that there
will be signficant turnover in the Alabama Legislaturkn the House of Representatives thareabout 20 open
seats aheadf the 2022 cycle and several incumbents haw®arced primary challagers. Candidates have until
Jan. 28 to qualify. Meanwhile, legilative districts could change, some significantly, when lawmakers later thig
month or early next month redraw lines witew census data.

Veterans may be in line farbig costof-living boost in their benefits payouttasting in December thanks to
legidlationfinalized by Congress on 2@ftember2021 The Vet er an s dof-lvingiidiesirenst t
Act passed unamiously in the House and without objection ie 8erate earlier in thesummer. It now heads to
the Whte House, where President JoedBids expected to sign it into law in coming days. The legislation ties
costof-living boost for veterans benefitsttoe planned increase in Social Security bésefithough the Social
Security boost is automaticaayear, lawmakers must approve tletean®benefits increase annually. How
much that boost will be next year is still not certain.

The SeptembeR021CPl is 269.086 6.2 percentabovethe FY 2021COLA basdine. Theaverag of the July,
August,andSepemberCPlfiguresis 268.421a5.9 percent increaseThisfigure is usedto determingheannual
adjustmento military retirementpay, SocialSecurity,and otherallotments. The ConsumelPrice Indexfor
October,thefirst of the newfiscal year,is scheluledto bereleasedNov. 10. The CPI baslinefor FY 2021is
253.412the CPIlbaselindor FY 2022will be268.421.

As always, please take time to lodkhitp://takeaction.moaa.orgThe National Heagliartersof MOAA has
outlined action itemghey think are important tactiveduty force as well as those who have served, including y
On the MOAA webpage eacletaon item is presented in the following form&vho is Affected; Thdssue; and
The Remedy!ll

Surviving Spousk continuedirom pager

Cheryl Toland is relatively new to the wérof a surviving spouse liaisdn appointedo her postion in 2019.
She became weihformed and busimmediately. She currently ses/as third vice president of thbount Rainier
Chapterand is the represative for Wreaths Across America. She is alsnenter of the Governdd s Vet €
Affairs Advisory Canmittee. She is the first persofamntact for those members who have lost a spouse,
providing information and support. She posteinfation onthechaptr 6 s Facebook page
aid and atendance and VAaregivers support programs iddiion to other VA programs of farest to her chapte
members. She is currently taking classes from TAPS about their benefitssdmekharained in théA Caregiver
Support Mentor program. Recentghewas appointed ade surviving spouse liaison ftre WashingtornCouncil
of Chapters She says her goal ulivigingspousgs betojt i time fofitlsem tobes e s
survivors. o

How lucky MOAA is to have ach dedicated, knowledgeabl@dacaring surviving spouses to ens that valuable
information is available along with a great support system. We are confidenspleess surviving spuses will
always shine and never stop servillll.



http://takeaction.moaa.org/
https://mountrainiermoaa.org/
https://mountrainiermoaa.org/
https://washingtonstatemoaa.com/
https://washingtonstatemoaa.com/

HCMOAA Treasurer's Report Septembe 2021

Submitted by Lt Col Charles T. Clements, USAF (Ret.)

1. TheSeptembeR021 Treasurer's Report is presented herein. Details are attached.

2. Monthly Summary:

OperatingFunds Savings
Starting Balance  $13,621.82 $16,522.17
Income $ 2,636.40 $ 0.13
Expenses $ 2,290.60 $ 0.00
Ending Balance $13,967.62 $16,522.30

3. Notable income: Proceeds from the golf tournament aradipayments and assess 3% fo
bankcard fees), refund of a clkeardered to pay for the June Membership Meeting, advertisement
income, and dues.

4. Notable expenses: Payment to the HCMOAASF credit card payments from golf tournamiént
bankcard feesemainwith the operating fundccount), check 1157 to pay thermit for the June
Membership Meeting (replaces previously reported check expense), office supplies, Zoom, and
bankcard fees.

5. Chapter saving account activity included interest.
6. TheChapte Operating Funds conta$1,903.07 in reserved funds dee by various VSOs in
support of the RAD Luncheon for the Retiredsis is money unused from 2019/2021 donations a

will be applied to a future RAD luncheon or similar event.

Scholarship Fund Donations

The Chaptehas an active scholarshipprogrdman conj uncti on with th
Club, we issue scholarships each year to deserving stuBégdse consider donatit@our program.
Contactthe HCMOAA Scholarship Fund &asurerRick West atrickw675@att.neor 256.776.6901

for details.

Many thanksto those who donated and enabled the Chapter to pré8i@@0 inscholarshipgor
2021 Donations are being accepted for the 2022022 scholarshp drive!

Note: Thebelow amouts reflect only donationgirectly to the fund Golf Tournament monies are
tracked separately and presented to the membership following the tournament.

None

Total received foOctober $0 *'
TotalreceivedCY21: $8310 S e
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Huntsville Chapter MOAA Christmas Party

Holiday Dinner

Slicedhoneyglazedham
Ovenroastedturkey breast with giblet gravy
Courtry Qyle corn breaddressingwith giblet gravy

Macaroni & cheese
Whole gresn beansalmandne
Yeast Rolls& Butter
Ice Water ¢ Coffee
Sweetor Unsweetenediced Tea
Carrot cake

HUNTSVILLECHAPTER MOAA
CHRISTMAS PARTY

THE OVERLOOK at THE SUMMIT CLUB
SATURDAY EVENING, 4 DECEMBER 2021

COCKTAIL-No Host/Cash bar - 5:00pm
PrestlS y' (R@ndarksand Dinner - 6:00pm
DOORPREES

DRESSBusinessCasuak khakis/slacksand collared shirts/polo shirts for the men ¢
slacks/skirtsand blouses/mllared shirts for the ladies ¢ of course you canalwaysdress more
formally

$20.00PERPERSN (Members& Fanmily) - $25.00PERPER®N (Guests)

RSVP by 19 November 2021 (with check made out to HCMOAA) to:

MAJ Buce Robinson
809 Faley Drive SE
Huntsville, AL 35802
256-426-0525
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Military Exchanges Urge Customers Not to Wait on Holiday Shopping

Like storesaround the contry, military exchanges are wrestling with COViBlated supply chaiproblems
andrising prices

Theproblems are féecting everything from the manufacturing process to the entir@isigighain.

AWeontinue to fight for our o6unfair shared o
savice members and their familiesound the wadd , séd Chris Wad, spokesman for the Army and Air

Force Exchange Service. Producteeted include@ ct r oni ¢cs, athletic foo
clothing, appliances, furniture, and more, he said.

Shortages of raw materials are esjally affecting cetain productssuch as those that contain microchips
aluminum, glass and textilesaid Courtney \liams, spokeswoman for the Navy Exchange Service
Command. Some of the brands that have been affeutiedie Dyson, Whirlpool, Samsun@harbroil anda
number of beverge companies, she said.

Among other problems are shipping contaistesrtages, COVIBelated factory shutdowns, ongoing port
congestion, port container capacity limitations, driver avditgpand limited truck and racapacity, Wadl
said. These shipimg problems have also been plaguing the moving industry, affecilitgry fa mi | i e
moves

These are nahortterm problems. No one knows when the shortage of productsagi, Williams aid,
Abut in the area of shipping, the hope is so

Theexchangeandconmmissaiescompetewith other retailers outside the gate for products and contend
industy should give sme preferential treatment to military stores, allottingiam n £ a i of mventay
for the militasy communityd considering the nature of the military lifestyle and the sacrifices service
members ancheir families make.

Many vendeos have priorizedmilitary resaé over other outlets, particularly with certain COMWi@ated
producs, Williams said.

Costs for labor, materials and transportation have skyrocketed. Williams said NEXCOM has worked
to mitigate the increases taake sure theyan cantinue to provde savings to their customers.

In addition, across the militarysale organizatias) their Joint Buying Alliance, formed in 2019, has help
save customers more than $75 million, Willssaid.

The advice from exclmge officials?iDo notwaittobuy | f you see it, buy i

NEXCOM officials decidedd move upthestat of t heir AWe Believeo N
the week of Oct. 4 to allow customers to gédtead start, she said.

Army and Air Force Exhang Service ofttials launched their holiday shopping sales in early Septembe
offei ng FfAFBrliadcaky pr i ces 0 t Stor@andonline\sdheMyEZBnge.dbpanh i
electronics, clthing, jewelry,spoting goods andnore. New deals and specials are rolling out each Frid

Many holday deliveies are either on their way to Navy Exchange stores or just arriving, Williams said

Continued on nextage
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Continued fom previous page

stores may notdve been ableto getthefullquant y t hey originally ordere
experiencing some product delays that will createobstack orshortage situations throughdbe holiday
seaon. 0

Except foritems scheduledfo t hei refiWaglke B a s al stting &l merahdandise out am e
sales floors. As the weeks wear on, there may be less likelihood that custoliferslwihat they want for their
holid ay b u ya sadgNEX@OMfbuyers are still loolng for and purchsing new products for the holiday
season, 0 she said. nSo there wil!/ be products o
wantedb pur chase. 0

Navy Exchangesral AAFES storedavealso starteaffering their feefree layaway thé holiday season.

Most of the curent product shortages and labor shortages are due to the recent increase inlG@¥ébtions at
civilian manufaturing plants, which has caused tergry shutdownas vell as changeis production lires,
Williams said This can cause longer manufaatgrtimes and some are having to prioritize or shift resources t
manufacture only certain products.

Shortages ofaw materials and packaging also afféhe productthens e | v e st.one Blénfent gngredient
neededo make an itemis not availablet has a huge i mpact, o0 Wil liams

All authorized exchange shoppers, regardless of service branch, canahpp &t t he ser vi c,es
both in the bick-andmortar stoes and online.

All Department ofVeterans Affairs serviceonnectd disabled veterans, Purple Heart recipients, former prison
of war and primary veteran caregivers are eligiblehtmpat military exchanges on bagdl veterans ag eligible to
shopat the online exadngesd mynavyexchange.corshopnyexchange.commymcx.com andshopcgx.com

Military exchangesn the U.S. are also now open totD andCoastGuad civilians. llll

Moving more TRICARE patients to civilian carewouldc ause 0si g
harm, 6 study finds

A new study is casting doubt on the plan TRIGARET i
beneficiaries away from Defense Department fieedifor medical care.

Thereport funded by the Pentagon and published in Health Services Research journahvéagdpatients away
from care at military treatment faities (MTFs) could cause sigréint harm.

The study goes as far to say that taking 10% of the population away from MTFs could cause significantly v
mortality rates and safety for patients.

The current strategy would close about 50 MTFs and rappeoximately 200,000 patient®m getting care on
base to using their TRICARE insurance to get assistance from private providers.

The report is théirst look into how TRICARE beneficiaries could be directly impacted by the plan.
DoD outlinedmitigation strategies in the repoité providing alternative transport strategies for family membe

The Defense Health Agency said it would rethink which facilities might be downsized after COVID exposec
in civilian medical facility capacity
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Huntsville Chapter
Military Officers Association of America
P.O. Box 1301 - Huntsville, AL 35807
www.huntsvillemoaa.org

MOAA

Membership Application or Renewal
Yes - I@ like to add my voice to the Huntsville Chapter!

New One Year $10* If New, how did you hear about us?
_____MOAA National
Renewal** Two Years $20 __ Local event
__ Letter / e-mail from HCMOAA
Life Three Years $30 ___ HCMOAA website
Membership*** __ Friend /acquaintance

Other (Please explain

*New members joining after September 15t will have their membership paid through following calendar year
**|f renewing just update any address or phone changes, verify e-mail address, and sign the form
***|nterested in a Chapter Life Membership? Contact us for pricing (age-based)

First Name Mi Last Name
Preferred Name Birth Date Spous es®Name
Grade Branch of Service Period(s) of Active Duty (i.e. 1965-1990)

Membeship in our MOAA Chapter is not the sme asMOAA Nationd membeaship. Ata
minimum, FREE fiBasicO MOAA Nationalmembership isrequred.If you ae nd alrealy a
Nationd member, we will add you asa Basic member. Again, ités FREE and provides several
valuable benefits. Please contad us for more information.

MOAA National Membership Number

Active Retired NG Former Officer Reserve Surviving Spouse
Mailing Address City State Zip
Phone Number E-mail Address Signature

Attention Annual Members

It is time to renew your membership for next year
The Chapter has one of, if not the, lowest membership rates in the country at $10

A list of those members needing to renew is on the next page +don f[get dropped from the rolls !
You can also renew for multiple years and lock in that low rate

'RQ W WNWigRydur membership expires? Contact MAJ Bruce Robinson at
256-426-0525 or pbrucer76@knology.net.

Do Q et to worry about renewing ever again - consider becoming a Chapter Life Member *contact
COL John Fairlamb at 256-539-0161 or fairlambjrf@comcast.net for the details
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