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Hi Everyone ï 

 

The Chapter has once again been awarded the 5-star Level of Excellence award ï 

for the 4th year in a row.  That indicates that we are a high performing Chapter per 

the guidelines established by MOAA National.  My thanks to all of the board 

members ï they are the people who are actually responsible for the award. 

 

Our annual golf tournament is fast approaching.  It will be held on 25 September at 

the Links at Redstone as a part of Retiree Appreciation Day.  The tournament is the 

chapterôs primary fund raising activity, and all proceeds go towards our scholarship 

program.  Get your registrations in now!  We are still in need of sponsors, door 

prizes and your donated items.  Also, be sure to tell your friends and associates 

about the tournament - it is open to all.  You can download a flyer from the chapter 

website.  The top auction item in our silent auction will be 2 Skybox tickets to the 

Nov. 7 Alabama - LSU game - possibly the premier game of the SEC this year! 

 

Speaking of Retire Appreciation Day, the Chapter will have a booth at the 

Sparkman center on Saturday morning.  Come on over and visit with the members 

running the booth, and take advantage of the many displays and informative talks. 

 

We are still having some problems with attendance at our member meetings.  We 

need to provide an accurate headcount to the Summit Club, and are responsible for 

paying for the number of meals we request.  The menu, price and RSVP by date are 

contained in every issue of The Sentinel for that monthôs meeting.  If you RSVP 

and do not show up, you could be responsible for paying for the meal.  If you show 

up without an RSVP, we cannot guarantee you a meal.  If you want to attend the 

meeting and not eat, that is fine.  Just let Chris Downing know so we can make sure 

enough tables are set up to accommodate everyone. 

 

MOAA logo shirts are now available to our members, produced locally by Phoenix 

Embroidery.  Go to the ñChapter Storeò link on our website for details.  They are 

great to wear at chapter functions, so get more than one. 

 

- - Bruce 
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2015-2016 GOVERNING BOARD  

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  

President:  MAJ Bruce T. Robinson USA-Ret, 256-450-3191, 

brobinso@mitre.org 

 

1st Vice President:  COL Norb Patla, USA-Ret,  256-572-0053, 

norbpatla@otelco.net 

 

2nd Vice President:  Lt Col Charles T. Clements, USAF-Ret, 

256-450-3610, charles.clements@mda.mil 

 

Secretary:  MAJ Joe H. Williams, USA-Ret, 256-880-7694, 

joehwilliams@bellsouth.net 

 

Treasurer:  CAPT Richard C. West, USN-Ret, 256-776-

6901, rick675@hughes.net 

 

Army Representative:  COL James D. Treadway, USA-Ret, 

256-859-1484, jtreadway51@mchsi.com 

 

Navy Representative:  CW4 Louis J. Kubik, USMC-Ret, 256-

859-3054, lkubik@mediacombb.net 

 

Air Force Representative:  Col Gerald C. Maxwell, USAFR, 

256-606-5282, gerald.c.maxwell@nasa.gov 

 

Immediate Past President:   Maj Glenn S. Crawley, USAF-Ret, 

256-883-2323, glenncrawley@comcast.net 

 

Second Past President:  Vacant 

STANDING COMMITTEES  
Membership:  CDR Christine Downing, USN-Ret, 256-828-

9740, csdowning@bellsouth.net (Acting) 
 

Programs: LTC Earl Freeman, USA-Ret, 256-479-6735, 

earl1906@gmail.com 

 

Legislative Affairs:  Lt Col Gerald Haynes, USAF-Ret, 256-882-

7857, jerry15@hiwaay.net 

 

Personal Affairs:  COL Bill Stevenson, USA-Ret, 256-424-

1334, mrbill5779@comcast.net 

 

Public Affairs (Publicity):  Vacant 

 

Chapter Historian: Vacant 

 

Auxiliary Liaison:  Mrs. Jan Camp, 256-464-8622, 

janetecamp@aol.com 

 

Chapter Hospitality:  Mrs. Carrie Hightower, 256-882-3992 

  

Finance (Budget): CDR Robert Rolf, USN-Ret, 256-206-6164, 

rrolf@att.net 

 

Constitution and By-Laws:  CAPT Richard C. West, USN-Ret, 

256-776-6901, rick675@hughes.net 

 

Audit: MAJ Robert C. Szeremi, USA-Ret, 256-883-5127, 

szeremi@comcast.net 

 

Chapter Chaplain: CH (LTC) Bert E. Wiggers, AUS-Ret, 256- 

617-0055, chbwig@gmail.com 

 

Commissary & Post Exchange: Col Gerald C. Maxwell, USAFR, 

256-606-5282, gerald.c.maxwell@nasa.gov 

 

FAHC Liaison:  Col Gerald C. Maxwell, USAFR, 256-606-5282, 

gerald.c.maxwell@nasa.gov 

 

Golf:  CDR John Inman, USN-Ret, 256-425-8022, 

inman331@msn.com / Col Don Kimminau, USAF-Ret, 256-489-

5880, don.kimminau@gmail.com 

 

ROTC: Lt Col Charles Clements, USAF-Ret, 256-450-3610, 

charles.clements@mda.mil 

 

TOPS:  MAJ Bruce T. Robinson, USA-Ret, 256-450-3191, 

brobinso@mitre.org 

 

THE SENTINEL Editor:  MAJ Bruce T. Robinson, USA-Ret, 256-

450-3191, brobinso@mitre.org 

LIFE MEMBERS HIP TRUST 

COL John Fairlamb, USA-Ret,  256-539-0161, 

   fairlambjrf@comcast.net   (June 2017) 

 

MAJ Monte C. Washburn, USA-Ret,  256-301-5457, 

monte.washburn@heartlandits.com  (July 2018) 

 

LTC John C. Franks, USA-Ret, 703-489-2701, 

john.franks@ingenuityinc.net  (July 2016) 

Legislative Corner 

Lt Col Gerald W. (Jerry) Haynes, USAF-Ret 

¶ Active Duty Pay Raise in Jeopardy 

Before leaving for the August recess, Congress has once again failed to 

complete its annual defense bill before leaving for recess. One of the sticking 

points holding up lawmakers is whether or not to cap the active duty pay 

raise. These raises are designed to keep pay comparable and competitive with 

wage growth in the private sector. Pay raises for the active force are based on 

the Employment Cost Index (ECI), a metric calculated by the Bureau of 

Labor Statistics that measures private sector wage growth.  

 

Earlier this year, House lawmakers agreed to authorize a full active duty pay 

raise of 2.3 percent. Senate lawmakers, however, want to cap the pay raise at 

1.3 percent.  ñAnnually raising active duty pay at the same pace as the 

private sector is essential to sustain a quality force - and maintain readiness - 

over the long term,ò said MOAA's Director of Government Relations, Col 

Mike Hayden, USAF (Ret). 

 

The president has already agreed with the Senate's position on the pay cap 

and if it goes through, this would be the third year of pay caps below private 

sector wage growth. It would continue a troubling trend of eroding pay and 

benefits for service members and their families. Shortly before Congress left 

town for the August recess, lawmakers rubber-stamped a COLA increase for 

disabled veterans and military survivors. ñIt makes no sense for Congress to 

adhere to one set of laws for our veterans, but fail to follow the same logic 

for active duty troops,ò said Hayden.  The president has until the end of the 

month to notify Congress if he intends to cap pay. Time is running out. Act 

now and send a MOAA suggested message asking Congress to pass a 2.3% 

raise that keeps pay on pace with private sector wage growth at:  

http://capwiz.com/moaa/issues/alert/?alertid=63307896 

 

¶ The Way You Get Your Medicine Is About to Change 

Beginning 1 October 2015, TRICARE beneficiaries will be required to refill 

select maintenance medications through TRICARE Pharmacy Home 

Delivery or at a military pharmacy -- or pay the full price at retail. 

 

This provision was originally tested through a pilot program from the FY13 

defense bill, which mandated TRICARE for Life beneficiaries into the above 

requirements. The FY15 defense bill expanded the pilot to encompass all 

TRICARE beneficiaries, with the exception of those on active duty, those 

with other health insurance that provide drug coverage, or those who live 

 
Continued on page 8 
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PX / Commissary 

Col Gerald C. Maxwell, USAFR 
 Need Addresses 

 
MAJ James Powell, USA 
COL Carl Steimle, USA 

 
We have lost track of the above 

members. If you know their 

whereabouts, please have them 

contact Chris Downing at 256-

828-9740 to update their 

addresses. 

Concerns 

 
This month the following people 

were reported as being ill or 

recuperating and need our support 

and prayers: 

 

Mrs. Carrie Hightower 
 

Persons to contact are: 

 

Army Representative: 

COL James D. Treadway 

256-859-1484 

jtreadway51@mchsi.com 

 

Navy/USMC Representative: 

CW4 Louis J. Kubik 

256-859-3054 

lkubik@mediacombb.net 

 

Air Force Representative: 

Col Gerald C. Maxwell 

256-606-5282 

gerald.c.maxwell@nasa.gov 

 

Personal Affairs Officer 

COL William Stevenson  

256-424-1334 

Mrbill5779@comcast.net 
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Here is what is going on in August at the Main Redstone Exchange! 

Ever have the need to acquire a uniform accoutrement?  Need a new size or 

updated item for your uniform?  The AAFES web site has you covered! 

https://www.shopmyexchange.com/browse/military/_/N-

104763?et_cid=852619&et_rid=63648875 

Saturday, 26 Sep at the Main Exchange for Retiree Appreciation Day come 

out for cake & punch, free gift bags to the first 50 guests, and register to win 

$50 Exchange Gift Cards.  There will also be an Exchange booth at the 

Sparkman Center for Exchange information and giveaways. 

 

Although the sales tax holiday is now over, your Exchange continues to offer 

back to school sales on supplies and clothes ï check it out! 

 

We value your opinion! Please take our survey at 

www.ExchangeCustomerSurvey.com.  Take the survey and log in to register 

for a chance to win Sweepstakes Prizes.  Visit our online store at 

www.shopmyexchange.com  

 

At The Shoppette: Get ready for fall and donôt forget Labor Day soon!  Rug 

Doctor is now available at the Redstone Express; Retirees Appreciation Day 

Tent Sale September 24-26 and Redbox ï all at your Shoppette.  Check out 

our monthly promotions and save!!  There is always something on sale at 

your Shoppette!  

At The Commissary:  For Retiree Appreciation Day:  Case lot sale 

September 24, 25 and 26.  Itôs worth the trip!  August/September ï Labor 

Day promos on meats, pork butts and ribs.  September has National Honey 

month promo and Hispanic Heritage month promos. 

Your Commissary recommends having a Disaster Supply Kit that 

includes the following items: 

¶ Water - at least one gallon per person per day 

¶ Nonperishable foods - canned meats, fruits, vegetables, dried 

fruits, nuts, raisins, cereal, crackers, cookies, energy bars, 

granola, peanut butter, and foods for infants and the elderly  

¶ Paper goods - writing paper, paper plates & towels, toilet paper 

¶ Cooking items - pots, pans, baking sheet, cooking utensils, 

charcoal, a grill and a manual can opener 

 
Continued on page 11 
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WOW Support Group      
 

All ï 

 

Carrie was in the hospital at the end of August, and is 

recovering from surgery.  Please call her to wish her 

well.   

 

WOW activities in September are TBD. 
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Mrs. Carrie Hightower  

256-882-3992 

 

Mrs. Liz Townsend 

256-721-9762 

MOAA Widowôs Luncheon 
 

The MOAA widowôs luncheon will be held on 

Friday, September 11th at the Olive Garden, 3730 

University Drive in Huntsville.  Phone 256-539-

1955. 

 

Liz Townsend will be your hostess.  We will meet 

at 11:00 AM.   

 

Please call Liz at 256-721-9762 for reservations. 

Widowôs Activities 

 

Fox Army Health Center 
Col Gerald C. Maxwell, USAFR 
 

 

Fox Army Health Center Laboratory Department Launches Major 
Renovation Project 

Effective August 19-30, 2015, the Fox Army Health Center Laboratory Department will close to 

relocate to the swing space in the east entrance parking lot on the grounds of Fox.  This transition is 

required in preparation for an upcoming Laboratory modernization project.  Orange signs will be 

located throughout the facility and grounds directing patients to the right location.  

 

We have taken every step to ensure patient care is not impacted during this move.  If lab work is 

required, TRICARE Prime beneficiaries will be given specific instructions to follow from their Primary 

Care Manager at Fox Army Health Center.  All others TRICARE beneficiaries will have to request 

required laboratory services through their assigned Network Primary Care Manager.  Laboratory 

services will resume at Fox for all beneficiaries once the relocation to the swing space is complete. 

 

Effective August 31, 2015, Fox Army Health Centerôs Laboratory will resume operations in the swing 

space starting at 0730.  This will remain their temporary location until this long-term modernization 

project is complete.  Notification of the Fox Army Health Center, Laboratory Department Grand-

reopening, will be advertised through all available resources at least three weeks prior to the completion 

of  this project. 

 

We apologize for any inconveniences that this work may cause, and thank you for choosing Fox. 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Education in the United States of America 
 

 ά¢ƘŜ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΧtǊƻǾŜǊōǎ мΥт 
 
ά¢ƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣέ bƻŀƘ ²ŜōǎǘŜr, believed 
that the purpose of schools was to advance the Christian 
ŦŀƛǘƘΦ  Lƴ муос aǊΦ ²ŜōǎǘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΥ  άLƴ Ƴȅ ǾƛŜǿΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 
religion is the most important and one of the first things in 
which all children, under a free government ought to be 
instrucǘŜŘΧ ¢ƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ 
government intended to secure the rights and privileges of a 
ŦǊŜŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ  
 
Reflect on the philosophical shift that took place in the 
United States.  John Dewey, the twentieth-ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ά!ǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘ 
of ModŜǊƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ǎŀƛŘΥ  ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 
no soul. Hence there are no needs for the props of traditional 
ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΦέ    
 
The loss of these props, and therefore, of moral standards 
has opened the door to teen pregnancies, abortions, drug 
abuse, alcoholism, violence, suicide, undisciplined youth, etc. 
 
Could America fail simply because she loses it religious 
foundation?  America needs to reclaim her Christian 
educational heritage!  The excuse is often madeτά¸ƻǳ 
Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘŜ ƳƻǊŀƭƛǘȅΦέ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ true, but educated 
teachers can educate morals.  Our failure to education is 
opening the doors for anarchy. 
 
.ǳǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά[Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ aŜΣ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ 
ŦƻǊōƛŘ ǘƘŜƳΤ ŦƻǊ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ  
(Matthew 19:14, NKJV)  
 
 
 
 

 

 

Chaplainôs Corner 
CH (LTC) Bert Wiggers, AUS-Ret 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS TO  

HUNTSVILLE CHAPTER MOAA  

 

CDR Timothy Zane, USN 
LTC James Holland, USA 
Col Robert Hovde, USAF 

LTC Roger Buterbaugh, USA 

CW3 Braxton Butler, USA 
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Scholarships 
 

The Chapter has instituted an active 

scholarship program.  In conjunction with 

the Redstone Womenôs Club, we will issue 

one or more scholarship each year to a 

deserving student. 

 

Please consider making a donation to our 

program.  Contact Norb Patla for details. 
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Treasurerôs Report 
 

CAPT Richard West, USN 
 

For the Month of July 2015 

 

 
Beginning Balance     $22,244.18 

Credits                        2338.00 

Debits                             1297.96 

 

Ending Balance         $23,284.22 

 

 

 

HCMOAA is reporting time spent on 

volunteer activities to Redstone Arsenal.  

Please keep track of your volunteer hours 

throughout the month and report them to 

Ray Weinberg at 256-885-0089 or 

ray.kw@juno.com. 
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